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How is Guided Reading taught in KS2?  

Whole class guided reading is completed daily in KS2. At Captain Webb, children are explicitly taught 

the skills of reading (outlined in the National Curriculum and the KS1 and KS2 test domains) through the 

use of VIPERS which were created by Rob Smith (The Literacy Shed).  

 

Reading VIPERS 

The Reading Vipers can be used by both KS1 and KS2 with a little adaption. The main difference being in 
the S.      Sequence – KS1       Summarise – KS2 
 

What are Vipers? 

VIPERS is an anagram to aid the recall of the 6 reading domains as part of the UK’s reading 
curriculum.  They are the key areas which we feel children need to know and understand in order to 
improve their comprehension of texts. 

VIPERS stands for 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

The 6 domains focus on the comprehension aspect of reading and not the mechanics: decoding, 
fluency etc. As such, VIPERS is not a reading scheme but rather a method of ensuring that teachers 
ask, and students are familiar with, a range of questions. They allow the teacher to track the type of 
questions asked and the children’s responses to these which allows for targeted questioning 
afterwards.  Please click on this link to see examples of VIPER based questions. 
https://www.literacyshedblog.com/uploads/1/2/5/7/12572836/ks2_reading_vipers.pdf 

 

https://www.literacyshedblog.com/uploads/1/2/5/7/12572836/ks2_reading_vipers.pdf
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Whole Class Reading Lesson Sequence 

In Key Stage Two children reading skills are taught and practised using VIPERS during whole class reading 

sessions.  Guided Reading sessions take place 4 x a week for 30-45 minutes. These are separate to but 

complement English sessions, the books are carefully chosen by teachers and are linked to their half 

termly topics. Please see your child’s year group’s guided reading book overview on the website.  

In a 4 lesson week, 2 separate VIPERS will be covered (2 days on each). 

Day 1 will involve reading the chapter / chapters and oral/collaborative learning will take place focussed 

upon a specific VIPER.  

Day 2 will involve re-capping the learning from the day before. The children will then complete a written 

activity based upon the VIPER. 

Children read during these sessions in a variety of different ways. They may hear the teacher model 

fluent reading and then have time to reread the same extract themselves, they may read individually and 

feedback, work in groups, take turns in pairs or read aloud to the their peers. You may see a number of 

these different strategies during one session. 
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